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MISSOULA—
Butler Eitel, director of bands at the University of Montana and professor of music in 
the UM School of Fine Arts, was elected by acclamation to the office of vice president of 
the American Bandmasters Association at the organization's 1977 convention recently in 
Sarasota, Fla.
After serving in successive years as president-elect, president and chairman of the 
board, he will become a permanent member of the board of directors.
John Philip Sousa and Dr. Edwin Franko Goldman founded the association, with the primary 
objective of recognizing outstanding achievement in the field of the concert band and its 
music, according to UM Fine Arts Dean Robert Kiley.
"All professionals in this field aspire to membership, which is by invitation," Kiley 
said, "but only 200 conductors out of 20,000 bandmasters currently active in the United States 
belong to the prestigious organization. For a member of our faculty to be called to a position 
of leadership in this honored company makes us immensely proud."
At the ABA convention, Eitel was guest conductor of the U. S. Marine Band, "The 
President's Own." Prof, and Mrs. Eitel's daughter, Elizabeth, a UM graduate and the principal 
oboist with the Marine Band, was soloist during the performance.
Eitel came to UM in 1967 from Macalester College, St. Paul, Minn., where he was conductor 
of the band and orchestra. MacPhail College awarded Eitel his master of music degree in 1958.
He received his bachelor of music degree from the University of Michigan.
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